The Life and Letters of Peter

Lesson Two: Miracles and Messages

Healing of Jairus'

Daughter
Read Mark 5:21-24, 35-43
Luke 8:40-42, 49-56

Who came to Jesus?

What was his job?

What did he ask of Jesus?

When they got to the
house, who went in?

What did they see?

(Mark 5:21-24,35-43)

When Jesus had again crossed
over by boat to the other side of the lake,
a large crowd gathered around him while
he was by the lake. Then one of the
synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came
there. Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet and
pleaded earnestly with him, "My little
daughter is dying. Please come and put
your hands on her so that she will be
healed and live. So Jesus went with
him...

While Jesus was still speaking,
some men came from the house of Jairus,
the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is
dead," they said. "Why bother the teacher
any more?" Ignoring what they said, Je-
sus told the synagogue ruler, "Don't be
afraid; just believe." He did not let any-
one follow him except Peter, James and
John the brother of James.

When they came to the home of
the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commo-
tion, with people crying and wailing
loudly. He went in and said to them,
"Why all this commotion and wailing? The
child is not dead but asleep." But they
laughed at him. After he put them all out,
he took the child's father and mother and
the disciples who were with him, and
went in where the child was. He took her
by the hand and said to her, "Talitha
koum!" (which means, "Little girl, | say to
you, get up!"). Immediately the girl
stood up and walked around (she was
twelve years old). At this they were com-
pletely astonished. He gave strict orders
not to let anyone know about this, and
told them to give her something to eat.

(Luke 8:40-42,49-56)

Now when Jesus returned, a
crowd welcomed him, for they were all
expecting him. Then a man named Jai-
rus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and
fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to
come to his house because his only
daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dy-
ing...

While Jesus was still speaking,
someone came from the house of Jairus,
the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is
dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher
any more." Hearing this, Jesus said to
Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and
she will be healed." When he arrived at
the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone
go in with him except Peter, John and
James, and the child's father and mother.
Meanwhile, all the people were wailing
and mourning for her. "Stop wailing,"
Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep.
They laughed at him, knowing that she
was dead. But he took her by the hand
and said, "My child, get up!" Her spirit
returned, and at once she stood up.
Then Jesus told them to give her some-
thing to eat. Her parents were aston-
ished, but he ordered them not to tell
anyone what had happened.
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Miracle on the Way
Mark 5:24-34
Luke8:42-48

Another miracle happened on the
way to Jairus' house. Who was
healed?

How?

How did Jesus react?

How did Peter respond?

How did the woman respond?

(Mark 5:24-34)

A large crowd followed
and pressed around him. And a
woman was there who had been
subject to bleeding for twelve years.
She had suffered a great deal under
the care of many doctors and had
spent all she had, yet instead of
getting better she grew worse.
When she heard about Jesus, she
came up behind him in the crowd
and touched his cloak, because she
thought, "If I just touch his clothes, |
will be healed." Immediately her
bleeding stopped and she felt in her
body that she was freed from her
suffering. At once Jesus realized
that power had gone out from him.
He turned around in the crowd and
asked, "Who touched my clothes?"
"You see the people crowding
against you," his disciples answered,
"and yet you can ask, "Who touched
me?" But Jesus kept looking around
to see who had done it. Then the
woman, knowing what had hap-
pened to her, came and fell at his
feet and, trembling with fear, told
him the whole truth. He said to her,
"Daughter, your faith has healed
you. Go in peace and be freed from
your suffering."

(Luke 8:42-48)

As Jesus was on his way,
the crowds almost crushed him.
And a woman was there who had
been subject to bleeding for twelve
years, but no one could heal her.
She came up behind him and
touched the edge of his cloak, and
immediately her bleeding stopped.

"Who touched me?" Jesus
asked. When they all denied it, Pe-
ter said, "Master, the people are
crowding and pressing against you."
But Jesus said, "Someone touched
me; | know that power has gone out
from me." Then the woman, seeing
that she could not go unnoticed,
came trembling and fell at his feet.
In the presence of all the people,
she told why she had touched him
and how she had been instantly
healed. Then he said to her,
"Daughter, your faith has healed
you. Go in peace."
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Walking on Water
Matthew 14:21-33

This happens right after the feeding
of the 5,000.
Where are the disciples?

Where is Jesus?

Jesus goes to meet them. How do
the disciples react?

How does Peter react?
What happens to Peter?
How does Jesus help Peter?

How do the disciples react?

(Matthew 14:21-33)

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.

When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already
a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind
was against it. During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them,
walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they
were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.

But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is |. Don't
be afraid."

"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the
water."

"Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on
the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"

Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of
little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" And when they climbed into the
boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped
him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

Lesson for Life

Peter was able to walk on the water when he looked at Jesus. When he looked at the storm, he began to
drown. Jesus asks him why he doubted.

Have you ever been in a "life-storm™? Describe it.

What would your reaction have been if you looked to Jesus and not the storm?
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Peter asks about the Parables
Matthew 15:10-18
Luke 12:39-48

How does Peter get involved in
Jesus' teaching on these two days?

Jesus is challenging the Pharisaical
rules in Matthew. What does Jesus
lesson does teach Peter?

What lesson does he have for Pe-
ter in Luke?

(Mat 15:10-18)

Jesus called the crowd to
him and said, "Listen and under-
stand. What goes into a man's
mouth does not make him 'unclean,’
but what comes out of his mouth,
that is what makes him ‘unclean.”

Then the disciples came to
him and asked, "Do you know that
the Pharisees were offended when
they heard this?" He replied, "Every
plant that my heavenly Father has not
planted will be pulled up by the
roots. Leave them; they are blind
guides. If a blind man leads a blind
man, both will fall into a pit."

Peter said, "Explain the
parable to us." "Are you still so dull?"
Jesus asked them. "Don't you see
that whatever enters the mouth goes
into the stomach and then out of the
body? But the things that come out
of the mouth come from the heart,
and these make a man ‘unclean.'

(Luke 12:39-48) But understand
this: If the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into. You also
must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you
do not expect him."

Peter asked, "Lord, are you
telling this parable to us, or to eve-
ryone?"

The Lord answered, "Who
then is the faithful and wise manager,
whom the master puts in charge of
his servants to give them their food
allowance at the proper time? It will
be good for that servant whom the
master finds doing so when he re-
turns. | tell you the truth, he will put
him in charge of all his possessions.
But suppose the servant says to him-
self, 'My master is taking a long time
in coming,' and he then begins to
beat the menservants and maidser-
vants and to eat and drink and get
drunk. The master of that servant
will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he is not
aware of. He will cut him to pieces
and assign him a place with the un-
believers.

"That servant who knows
his master's will and does not get
ready or does not do what his master
wants will be beaten with many
blows.

But the one who does not
know and does things deserving
punishment will be beaten with few
blows. From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded;
and from the one who has been en-
trusted with much, much more will
be asked.
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Jesus and the Fig Tree
Mark 11:12-14, 20-25

What caused Jesus to do this to
the fig tree?

Who noticed the change on the
next morning?

What lesson does Jesus teach them
from this?

(Mark 11:12-14, 20-25)

The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. See-
ing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit.
When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs. Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from
you again." And his disciples heard him say it....

In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered
from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig
tree you cursed has withered!"

"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. "I tell you the truth, if anyone
says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea," and does not doubt
in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for
him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you
have received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand praying, if you
hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may
forgive you your sins."

Peter and Taxes

Mat 17:24-26
What does Peter learn about taxes
from Jesus?

(Mat 17:24-27)

After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-
drachma tax came to Peter and asked, "Doesn't your teacher pay the temple
tax?" "Yes, he does," he replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was
the first to speak. "What do you think, Peter?" he asked. "From whom do the
kings of the earth collect duty and taxes--from their own sons or from oth-
ers?" "From others," Peter answered. "Then the sons are exempt," Jesus said
to him. "But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out
your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a
four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours."

Peter Asks About Forgiveness
Mat 18:21-22

As the disciples were living to-
gether for three years, perhaps
from time to time they had dis-
agreements, which may have
prompted this discussion. Peter
would be learning a very important
lesson about forgiveness in a short
while.

(Mat 18:21-22) Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many
times shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"
Jesus answered, "l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times."
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Jesus and the Future
Mark 13:1-36

Who is with Jesus for this discus-
sion?

What does he caution them
about?

What does he warn them about?

(Mark 13:1-36)

As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look,
Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" "Do you see all
these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on an-
other; every one will be thrown down."

As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple,
Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, "Tell us, when will these
things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be ful-
filled?"

Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will
come in my name, claiming, 'l am he," and will deceive many. When you hear
of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but
the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are
the beginning of birth pains.

"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand be-
fore governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be
preached to all nations. Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do
not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the
time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children
will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. All men will hate
you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

"When you see 'the abomination that causes desolation’ standing
where it does not belong--let the reader understand--then let those who are
in what does he tell them Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the
roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. Let no
one in the field go back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in those days
for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that this will not take place in
winter, because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning,
when God created the world, until now--and never to be equaled again. If
the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake
of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. At that time if
anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!" or, 'Look, there he is!" do not
believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs
and miracles to deceive the elect--if that were possible. So be on your guard;
| have told you everything ahead of time.

"But in those days, following that distress, "the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the
heavenly bodies will be shaken.' "At that time men will see the Son of Man
coming in clouds with great power and glory. And he will send his angels and
gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
the heavens is coming? (continued)

[
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Jesus and the Future
(continued)

Jesus revisits the fig tree illustra-
tion. If you were Peter, what
would this teach you in light of
what you saw happen to the fig
tree before?

What is Jesus final answer to the
disciples?

"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get ten-
der and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when
you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. |
tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these
things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will

never pass away.

"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert ! You do not

know when that time will come.

It's like @ man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants
in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep
watch. "Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of
the house will come back--whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the
rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you
sleeping. What | say to you, | say to everyone: 'Watch!™

Peter's Confession
Mat 16:13-20
Mark 8:27-30
Luke 9: 18-21

Who did people say Jesus was?

What did Peter say?

What promise did Jesus give Pe-
ter?

The word "Peter" in the sentence is the
Greek word Petros {pet'-ros}meaning
rock or stone. Whenever Simon name is
translated Peter, or Simon Peter, is it
this word. The later use of "this rock" is
Petra {pet'-ra} meaning 1) a rock, cliff
or ledge 1a) a projecting rock, crag,
rocky ground 1b) a rock, a large stone
1c) metaph. a man like a rock, by reason
of his firmness and strength of soul. It's
the same word used for the rock that the
wise man built his house on and the
covering of Jesus' tomb.

(Mat 16:13-20)

When Jesus came to the region of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, "Who do people say the
Son of Man is?" They replied,
"Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others,
Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
"But what about you?" he asked.
"Who do you say | am?" Peter
answered, "You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God." Jesus re-
plied, "Blessed are you, Peter son
of Jonah, for this was not revealed
to you by man, but by my Father
in heaven. And | tell you that you
are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it. | will
give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven; whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.” Then he
warned his disciples not to tell
anyone that he was the Christ.

(Mark 8:27-30)
Jesus and his dis-
ciples went on to
the villages around
Caesarea Philippi.
On the way he
asked them, "Who
do people say |
am?" They re-
plied, "Some say
John the Baptist;
others say Elijah;
and still others,
one of the proph-
ets." "But what
about you?" he
asked. "Who do
you say | am?"
Peter answered,
"You are the
Christ." Jesus
warned them not
to tell anyone
about him.

(Luke 9: 18-21)
Once when Jesus
was praying in
private and his
disciples were with
him, he asked
them, "Who do
the crowds say |
am?" They re-
plied, "Some say
John the Baptist;
others say Elijah;
and still others,
that one of the
prophets of long
ago has come
back to life."

"But what about
you?" he asked.
"Who do you say |
am?" Peter an-
swered, "The
Christ of God."
Jesus strictly
warned them not
to tell this to any-
one.
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Peter Rebukes Jesus
Mat 16:21-23
Mark 8:31-33

Right after Peter's confession, Jesus
begins to tell the disciples what
was coming. List the things he
tells them:

How does Peter respond to the
news?

How does Jesus treat Peter?

(Mat 16:21-23)

From that time on Jesus began to
explain to his disciples that he must
o to Jerusalem and suffer many
things at the hands of the elders,
chief priests and teachers of the law,
and that he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life. Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke
him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This
shall never happen to you!" Jesus
turned and said to Peter, "Get be-
hind me, Satan! You are a stumbling
block to me; you do not have in
mind the things of God, but the
things of men."

(Mark 8:31-33)

He then began to teach them that
the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests and teachers of the law,
and that he must be killed and after
three days rise again. He spoke
plainly about this, and Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him.
But when Jesus turned and looked at
his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get
behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do
not have in mind the things of God,
but the things of men."
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Seeing is Believing
Mat 17:1-9
Mark 9: 1-10
Luke 9:28-36

Who is with Jesus for this
event?

Where are they?

What happened to Jesus?

Who joined them?

How did Peter react?

In Luke, what influences Pe-
ter's reaction?

What were Jesus' instructions?

(Mat 17:1-9)

After six days Jesus took
with him Peter, James and
John the brother of James,
and led them up a high
mountain by themselves.
There he was transfigured
before them. His face shone
like the sun, and his clothes
became as white as the
light. Just then there ap-
peared before them Moses
and Elijah, talking with Je-
sus. Peter said to Jesus,
"Lord, it is good for us to
be here. If you wish, 1 will
put up three shelters--one
for you, one for Moses and
one for Elijah." While he
was still speaking, a bright
cloud enveloped them, and
a voice from the cloud said,
"This is my Son, whom |
love; with him | am well
pleased. Listen to him!"
When the disciples heard
this, they fell facedown to
the ground, terrified. But
Jesus came and touched
them. "Get up," he said.
"Don't be afraid." When
they looked up, they saw no
one except Jesus. As they
were coming down the
mountain, Jesus instructed
them, "Don't tell anyone
what you have seen, until
the Son of Man has been
raised from the dead."

(Mark 9: 1-10)

And he said to them, "I tell
you the truth, some who are
standing here will not taste
death before they see the
kingdom of God come with
power." After six days Jesus
took Peter, James and John
with him and led them up a
high mountain, where they
were all alone. There he was
transfigured before them.
His clothes became dazzling
white, whiter than anyone in
the world could bleach
them. And there appeared
before them Elijah and
Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. Peter said to
Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here. Let us put up
three shelters--one for you,
one for Moses and one for
Elijah." (He did not know
what to say, they were so
frightened.) Then a cloud
appeared and enveloped
them, and a voice came
from the cloud: "This is my
Son, whom | love. Listen to
him!" Suddenly, when they
looked around, they no
longer saw anyone with
them except Jesus. As they
were coming down the
mountain, Jesus gave them
orders not to tell anyone
what they had seen until the
Son of Man had risen from
the dead. They kept the
matter to themselves, dis-
cussing what "rising from
the dead" meant.

(Luke 9:28-36)

About eight days after Jesus
said this, he took Peter,
John and James with him
and went up onto a moun-
tain to pray. As he was
praying, the appearance of
his face changed, and his
clothes became as bright as
a flash of lightning. Two
men, Moses and Elijah,
appeared in glorious splen-
dor, talking with Jesus. They
spoke about his departure,
which he was about to bring
to fulfillment at Jerusalem.
Peter and his companions
were very sleepy, but when
they became fully awake,
they saw his glory and the
two men standing with him.
As the men were leaving
Jesus, Peter said to him,
"Master, it is good for us to
be here. Let us put up three
shelters--one for you, one
for Moses and one for Eli-
jah." (He did not know what
he was saying.)

While he was
speaking, a cloud appeared
and enveloped them, and
they were afraid as they
entered the cloud. A voice
came from the cloud, say-
ing, "This is my Son, whom
| have chosen; listen to
him."

When the voice
had spoken, they found that
Jesus was alone. The disci-
ples kept this to themselves,
and told no one at that time
what they had seen.
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Nothing is Impossible for

God
Mat 19:23-29
Mark 10:23-31
Luke 18: 24-30

Jesus introduces this topic
after a discussion with the
rich young ruler, talking
about how hard it is for some
to get to heaven. What does
Peter ask?

How is this a contrast to the
ruler who couldn't give up his
"stuff"?

What rewards does Jesus
promise the disciples?

(Mat 19:23-29)

Then Jesus said to his dis-
ciples, "l tell you the truth,
it is hard for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again I tell you, it
is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God."

When the disciples
heard this, they were
greatly astonished and
asked, "Who then can be
saved?" Jesus looked at
them and said, "With man
this is impossible, but with
God all things are possi-
ble."

Peter answered
him, "We have left every-
thing to follow you! What
then will there be for us?"
Jesus said to them, "I tell
you the truth, at the re-
newal of all things, when
the Son of Man sits on his
glorious throne, you who
have followed me will also
sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. And everyone who
has left houses or brothers
or sisters or father or
mother or children or fields
for my sake will receive a
hundred times as much and
will inherit eternal life. But
many who are first will be
last, and many who are last
will be first.

(Mark 10:23-31)

Jesus looked around and
said to his disciples, "How
hard it is for the rich to
enter the kingdom of
God!" The disciples were
amazed at his words. But
Jesus said again, "Chil-
dren, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God!
It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of
God." The disciples were
even more amazed, and
said to each other, "Who
then can be saved?" Jesus
looked at them and said,
"With man this is impossi-
ble, but not with God; all
things are possible with
God." Peter said to him,
"We have left everything to
follow you!" "I tell you the
truth,” Jesus replied, "no
one who has left home or
brothers or sisters or
mother or father or chil-
dren or fields for me and
the gospel will fail to re-
ceive a hundred times as
much in this present age
(homes, brothers, sisters,
mothers, children and
fields--and with them,
persecutions) and in the
age to come, eternal life.
But many who are first will
be last, and the last first."

(Luke 18: 24-30)
Jesus looked at him
and said, "How hard it
is for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God!
Indeed, it is easier for
a camel to go through
the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of
God." Those who
heard this asked,
"Who then can be
saved?" Jesus replied,
"What is impossible
with men is possible
with God."

Peter said to
him, "We have left all
we had to follow you!"
"| tell you the truth,"
Jesus said to them,
"no one who has left
home or wife or
brothers or parents or
children for the sake
of the kingdom of
God will fail to receive
many times as much
in this age and, in the
age to come, eternal
life."
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